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upon land which it owns. Plans are to 
be submitted to it for approval or dis- 
approval, which must be expressed within 
sixty days, but will not be binding. In 
other words, this commission, if created, 
will be purely an advisory body, privileged 
to make recommendations but without 
veto power. This, of course, presupposes 
a sincere desire on the part of the Massa- 
chusetts Commonwealth for guidance in 
matters pertaining to art — a wish to ob- 
tain, in every instance, the best work. 

Denver The new library build- 

artists' club ing in Denver has a 
spacious art gallery on 
its upper floor which was included in its 
plan at the earnest solicitation of the 
Artists' Club of that city, an associa- 
tion of artists and laymen. This gal- 
lery has been literally turned over to the 
Club, which promises to provide constant 
exhibitions of pictorial and allied art as 
well as to furnish other means of awak- 
ening interest and upbuilding apprecia- 
tion. On the fifteenth of February the 
building was dedicated and at the same 
time the sixteenth annual exhibition of 
paintings, sculpture, and drawings, held 
under the auspices of the Artists' Club, 
was opened. The Library from the archi- 
tectural standpoint is an ornament to the 
city and stands within the boundaries of 
the proposed civic center, not a stone's 
throw from one of the principal business 
streets. It is thought that the location 
and the semiofficial connection of the city, 
through the Library, with the Artists' 
Club will conduce to the opening of a new 
era in Denver art. 

school The Home and School 

exhibitions Association of Boston is 
developing an enter- 
prise along art lines which is interesting 
and suggestive. It plans to conduct an 
educational art campaign through the 
medium of the public schools, arrang- 
ing exhibitions which will set a stand- 
ard and connect the people with the 
Art Museums. The exhibitions will be 
held in the halls of school buildings and 
will consist of two or three good paint- 
ings, large photographs of pictures in the 



Art Museum, stereopticon slides of pic- 
tures, and work of the pupils properly 
selected. The plan will be tried first in 
one district. The executive committee of 
each Parents' Association will be asked 
to vote upon the desirability of having 
"An Evening with Pictures"; invitations 
will be sent out through the school children 
to the public; an illustrated lecture will be 
given by some one from the Art Museum, 
and an effort will be made to secure ex- 
pressions of opinion from those in at- 
tendance concerning the pictures shown. 
Four schools have already been scheduled 
as working centers. 

gallery The Seventh Annual 
for Exhibition of the Art 

new Orleans Association of New Or- 
leans, which was held in 
the Newcomb Art Gallery from February 
12th to 28th, aroused much interest and 
led to an unexpected result. It consisted 
of a collection of notable American paint- 
ings assembled by the American Federa- 
tion of Arts supplemented by works of 
local artists and craftsmen. Almost as 
soon as the exhibition opened a subscrip- 
tion fund was started for the purchase of 
a painting "Spanish Gipsy Girl" by Rob- 
ert Henri for a permanent collection, and 
on the last day of the exhibition an offer 
of $150,000 was made by a private indi- 
vidual for the erection of a suitable city 
art gallery. This generous gift was made 
through the City Parks Association and a 
site has already been provided in the Park 
near the Esplanade entrance. The erec- 
tion of the building will be in charge of a 
committee appointed by the City Park 
Association and the New Orleans Art As- 
sociation, and leading architects will be 
invited to submit plans. The name of the 
donor has not been made public. 

art in The Fellowship of the 

Philadelphia Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts insti- 
tuted an "Artists' Evening" on March 1st 
to which all the art organizations in Phil- 
adelphia, the student body of the Acad- 
emy, and the officers of the American 
Federation of Arts were invited. The 
meeting place was the Academy building, 
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wherein the 105th annual exhibition of 
paintings and sculpture was set forth, 
and the object was the promotion of gen- 
uine fellowship among those sharing a 
common interest. It was probably the 
first attempt to bring together into one 
assembly all the art associations in Phila- 
delphia, and so great was the success that 
the intention is to make "Artists' Even- 
ing" an established feature in connection 
with the annual exhibitions. The Fellow- 
ship this winter has been specially active, 
conducting a series of debates on matters 
pertaining to art which have aroused new 
interest. Among those who have taken 
part in these debates are Dr. Talcott 
Williams, Mr. John E. D. Trask, Mr. 
William M. Chase, Mr. Charles H. Caffin, 
and Mr. Arthur Dow, some of whom when 
not able to be present have sent written 
arguments. The subject to be debated at 
the next meeting will be "Should artists 
take an active interest in political life and 
receive State aid?" The award of the 
Fellowship prize was made on Artists' 
Evening. This prize is $100, and is 
awarded annually, by vote of the Fellow- 
ship members, to the member making the 
best showing in the Academy exhibit who 
has been a student at the Academy within 
the preceding ten years. There was a tie 
this year between Richard Blossom Far- 
ley, who exhibited a painting entitled 
"The Daguerreotype," and Joseph T. 
Pearson, Jr., who showed a painting of 
"A Group of Geese," so the prize was 
divided. 

buffalo For several years the 
academy notes Buffalo Academy has 
published a monthly 
periodical — "Academy Notes" — which un- 
der the editorship of the late Charles M. 
Kurtz, director of the Albright Gallery, 
assumed a distinctly individual character. 
Upon Dr. Kurtz's death last May the 
publication was suspended and it has but 
lately been resumed as a quarterly. The 
current issue has much to commend it and 
is of more than local interest. It recounts 
and illustrates the series of admirable 
exhibitions held at the Albright Gallery 
during the present season, among which 
may be mentioned the collection of small 



bronzes assembled by the National Sculp- 
ture Society, and a series of special ex- 
hibitions of the works of E. W. Redfield, 
E. H. Blashfield, H. G. Dearth, Louis 
Paul Dessar, Hugo Ballin, J. W. Alex- 
ander, Herman Dudley Murphy, and 
others ; tells of a successful lecture course 
conducted for members and gives a list of 
recent acquisitions. 



IN THE MAGAZINES 

The March issue of the North American 
Review contains the paper by Mr. E. H. 
Blashfield on "The Actual State of Art 
Among Us," read at the meeting of the 
National Academy of Arts and Letters 
held in Washington in December. And 
delightful reading it is found to be, seri- 
ous and yet enlivened by a spark of humor 
inherently optimistic. Telling first of his 
boyhood memories of art in New York 
and contrasting present conditions he 
gently chides the present generation for 
instability of interest. "We buy enor- 
mously," he says, "we praise much, but 
we also neglect much; we love perhaps 
not to well, but surely at times not too 
wisely. We have worn out many fashions 
in admiration, and in wearing them out 
we have learned from each, but we have 
not yet learned steadiness of purpose, 
nor quite acquired the fairmindedness 
which should be sheet anchor to the om- 
nivorous collector we seem destined to be- 
come among nations." 

Adding, however, after further discus- 
sion, "Yet the great trend of our art is 
toward sanity, and a sanity which is be- 
come yearly less and less a derivation, 
more and more an American product." 

To the Field of Art in Scribner's Maga- 
zine Mr. Frank J. Mather, Jr., contributes 
a short article on the Luxembourg and 
American Painting in which he declares 
that the acceptance of our themes by 
France implies the gradual enrichment 
of the motives of modern landscape; ex- 
plaining the difficulty of comprehension of 
the merit of an Inness by one who had 
never visited America, and finding in the 
recent acquisition of Mr. Redfield's 
"February" indication of the end of our 



